Baboon as a nonhuman primate model for vaccine studies.
Nonhuman primates are suitable and valid models to determine the safety, immunogenicity and efficacy of candidate vaccines that are being developed for human application. Among the nonhuman primates, baboons have been found to be ideal for vaccine studies because they are phylogenetically closer to humans, have a similar immune system and response and are available in large numbers. During the last two decades, numerous candidate vaccines have been evaluated in the baboon model.